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TOWN OFFICERS.
----------------------------- ( ) ------------------------------
Clerk and Treasurer.
C. M. H U TC H IN S.
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor.
FR A N K  A. M ILLETT, FR A N C IS H. COBB.
SOLON H. DAVIS.
Collector,
D. B. W A TERH O U SE.
Superintendent of Schools,
C. W. FISH E R .
School Committee,
j . K. D E N N IN G , E. F. BRADFORD, j . M. LIBBY .
Trustees of Public Library,
A. J. W ESTON, E. F. BRADFORD, J. M. LIBBY.
Librarian,
B E R N ID E N E  J. BUTLER.
Board of Health,
M. N. ROYAL, E. F. BRADFORD, C. B. R A N K IN .
Town Agent, Auditor,
F. A. M ILLETT. F. E. TUFTS.
Chief Engineer,
E. E. JORD A N .
1st Assistant Engineer, 2d Assistant Engineer.
D. I,. COUSENS. II. L. JE W E T T .
Town Physician,
E. C. P E R K IN S , M. D.
Constables,
1). B. W ATERHOUSE, D U D L E Y  S. PA R K IN S,
S. S. SAUNDERS, J. A. CROOKER, A. A. B U M P l'S
D E N N IS  S. PE R K IN S , F. F. DRESSER.
Town of Mechanic Falls.
()
7 o the Inhabitants o f the town o f Mechanic Falls:
Bv the exercise of vour right of franchise at the annual 
meeting 011 the 20th day of March, 1899, you designated the 
officers which the law clothes with authority to transact vour
%f % 
business for the year ensuing As your representatives we have 
attended to the various duties and to you we make our answer.
We-submit for vour consideration a detailed statement of the
%/
business transacted by the various officers and the expenditures 
of each appropriation under their respective captions with a 
statement of the financial standing of the town.
A ssesso rs’ Report.
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  1 3 9 9 .
Valuation of property and lists of polls as taken April 1st, 
1S99, and subsequently during the year.
Amount of real estate of resident
owners, $504,525 00
Amount of real estate non-resident
owners, 217,385 00
------------- $721,910 00
A m o u n t  of personal property, resident, $81,158 00
44 “ “ “ non-resident, 47 470 00
------------- $128,628 00
Grand total of property, $850,538 00
Rate of taxation $21.50 for $1,000.
Poll tax rate, $2.50.
Number of polls taxed, 477.
   not taxed, 31.
A ssessm ents.
For State tax,
County tax,
Support of Common Schools, $2,200 00
 High School, 700 00
Repairs highways and bridges. 1,400 00
Support of poor, 1,400 00
Contingent expenses, 600 00
Salaries town officers, 700 00
Sinking fund, 1,000 00
Payment of interest, 1,100 00
Abatement discounts and com-•
missions, 800 00
Memorial Day, 50 00
Lighting streets, 1.248 00
Hydrant rental, 1,660 00
Fire department, 400 00
Support public library, 100 00
Books for 44 44 100 00
Text books for schools, 75 00
Apparatus 4 4 44 75 00
Furnishings for schools.O ' 30 00
School house repairs, 50 00
Deficiency in pauper account for
1898, 313 37
Deficiency in abatements, discounts
and commissions for 189N. 751 61
$2,457 !)7 
1,257 7!»
/
Deficiency in road commissioner’s
account for 1898, 714 25
----------$15,467 23
$19,182 99
Overlay in assessing, 232 10 
Supplementary assessment, 64 49
Total amount committed to d . B.
Waterhouse for collection, &19, 479 58
E X T R A C T S  FROM TO W N  ASSESSORS’ REPO RT TO
STATE ASSESSORS.
Xo. horses, 254, average value, $56 37
3-year old colts, 7, average value 70 00
• 2    2,   45 00
       25 00
Cows, 226,   25 51
Oxen, 4   67 50
3-year old, 46   20 00
2   53   14 28
2   30   9 7 1
Sheep, 107,   2 52
Swine, 75   4 69
A batem ents.
T A X E S  F O R  Y E A R  1 8 9 5 .
Rogers, Harry, inability to pay, $ 2 50
T A X E S  F O R  Y E A R  1 8 9 6 .
Chaplin, Fred C., paid in Lisbon, 2 50
Rawson, Frank K., deceased, 6 00
$8 50
6T A X E S  F O R  Y E A R  1 8 9 7 .
Bucknam, J. A., heirs of, excessive valuation,
recommended bv former assessors,  00
Dwinal, W. C., error in valuation, 1 00
Johnson, l .  l ., residence unknown, 2 50
Morse, Delwin H., whereabouts unknown, 2 50
Murphy, Edwin,   2 50
Rawson, Frank K., deceased, 5 50
Smith, William, inability to pay, 2 50
Burke, .John, not in town April 1, '97, 2 50
Strout, Charles A., not in town April 1, 97, 2 50
Spiller, Silas, inability to pay, 2 50
Severance, F. C., whereabouts unknown, 1 50
T A X E S  F O R  Y E A R  1 8 9 3 .
Bucknam, .I. A., heirs of, excessive valuation, 0 00
Burke, Austin .I., error, double asscsment, 2 50
Bixby, Frank, not a resident, 2 50
Bigelow, Robt. L., whereabouts unknown, 3 03
Booker, Arthur I.., minor, 2.50
Churchill, Sherman, error in assessing, 1 57
Chase, Merritt & Co., expression of in­
habitants, considered in special meeting, 105 00
Conant, M. S., whereabouts unknown, 2 50
Clark, Charles, “ * “ 2 50
Dunn, D. J., keeping highway in repair, 8 90
Drennan, George, whereabouts unknown, 2 50
Dver, Daniel, deceased, 2 50
Gross, Elmer, double assessment, 2 50
(ioss, George, taxed in Sumner, 2 50
Hosmer, Dennis, whereabouts unknown, 2 50
Hook, Charles, “ “ 2 50
Hickey, John,   2 50
Hooper, John A., pauper, 2 50
h yer, William H., whereabouts unknown, *3 03
Jacobs, Mrs. C. v , inability to pay, 12)
Johnson, A. C., non-resident, 2 50
Knights, Samuel S., inability to pay, 2 50
Ivennev, Michael, whereabouts unknown, 2 50
Ivennev, Oliver,   2 50
Libby, Simon, age and infirmity, 2 50
Mechanic Falls M T g Co., expression of
the inhabitants in special meeting, 52 50
Marshall, Frank C., ill health, 2 50
Me Ray, Frank, whereabouts unknown, 2 50
Mechanic Falls W ater Co., contract, 21 00
Oakes, David, heirs of, inability to pay, () 30
OXeil, Henry, whereabouts unknown, 2 50
Bulsifer, Charles B., non-resident, 2 50
Heed, Alvin, former assessors agreed to abate, 2 10
Reynolds, John, out of State, 2 50
Russell, George W ., whereabouts unknown, 2 50
Spaulding, Leslie O., personal property dis­
posed of previous to April 1, <S 40
Spiller, Luther C., minor, 2 50
Tierney, Edward, out of the State, 2 50
Tierney, James, “ “ “ “ 2 50
Turple, David 1)., enlisted in Spanish war, 2 .>0
Waterman, S. F., heirs of, excessive valua­
tion, recommended by former assessors, (J 30
Waterman, John / . ,  by agreement of former
assessors, 11 34
Whittle, H. N., ill health, 2 50
Young, John, whereabouts unknown. 2 50
O’Mally, Edward, inability to pay. 2 50*/ ' % X %
Sands, J. B., dead. 2 50
8Severance, F. C., whereabouts unknown, 2 50 
Thurlow, Emanuel, inability to pay, 2 50
\Vhittier, Frank W., whereabouts unknown, 3 03
T A X E S  F O R  Y E A R  1 8 9 9 .
$336 10
Chipman, W. C., error in valuation, 161
Goss, George, taxed in Sumner, 2 50
Hawkes, O. W., over valuation, 1 07
Hanscom, Nathan, age and infirmity. 2 50
Jackson, Ruel, not in town April 1st, 2 50
Martin, Howard !)., claims residence in Minot, 2 50
Needham, Dudley M , paid tax in Portland, 2 50
Spiller, Hubert, claims residence in Gloucester, 2 50
Cummings & Sons, over valuation, 2 15 19 83
Total abatements allowed, $397 90
Report of Overseers of the Poor.
Town’s poor assisted as follows:—
W il s o n  P. B e r r y .
Paid town of Gray for support prior to
Feb. 28, '99, $86 42
Town of Gray for support, 21 15
Alice L. Thompson, board and care, 71 95
Medical aid, 13 70
Mary Chandler, board and care, 16 00
F. A. Millett, teams to Gray, 10 50 1
L. J. Morton, attendance, 1 50
L. H. Beal, “ 1 50
C. W. Cole, barbering. 50
J .  S. Merrill, use of ambulance, 50
Burial expenses, 25 00
F. E. & W. C. Dwinal, clothing, 90
I s a ia h  S. H u n n e w e l l , (ex-soldlier) and wife. 
Paid city of Auburn for support from Dec.
3, ’98, to March 1, ’99, $15 40
City of Auburn, for support, 10 81
Otis J. Cook, for medicine, 1 20
F. E. Rawson, moving from Auburn, 8 00
Morton & Dyer, wood, 10 25
C. W. Bucknam, for rent, 9 65
F. A. Millett, teams and sundries, 0 45
Spiller & Rand, burial expenses, 35 00
D. S. Churchill, for fitting wood. 1 50
F. E. & W. C. Dwinal, stockings, 15
Merrill & Denning, medicine, 50
S a r a h  M cL e l l a n .
Paid Sisters of Charity, Lewiston, board from Dec. 
7, '98, to Feb. 10, '99, 11 weeks at $4.
F r e d  I r e l a n d .
Paid G. O. Goodwin & Co., wood, Feb.
14, ’99, $2 25
Morton & Dyer, wood, 6 50
Geo. O. Goodwin & Co. 2 25
Poland Packing & M T g  Co., 5 25
J. A. Bucknam & Co., one pair rubbers, 40
D. S. C h u r c h i l l .
Paid Mann & Jordan for supplies prior to
Feb. 28, ’99, $6 90
Mann & Jordan, for supplies. 18 (53
Town of Naples,  1:3 89
E. D. Dudley, moving from Naples, 4 00
I. A. Denison, for supplies, 17 00
I. F. McCann & Co., 
F. A. Millett, 1 20
Morton & Dyer, for wood, :3 50
F. E. & W. C. Dwinal. for clothing,  4 00
O. B. Dwinal, for rent, 42 00
D. M. Needham, for supplies, 4 05
F. H. Cobb, 4 78
S. T. Rowe, 1 42
D. S. Perkins, rent to Feb. 28, 1900, 19 27
C. A. F o s t e r .
Paid L. E. Holmes, for supplies, $ 2 00
J. H. King, for milk, 4 70
A. L. Soule,  rent, 48 00
Poland Packing & M’f ’g Co., wood, 2 75
V. M. Pinkham, wood. *3 00
Merrill &. Denning, medicine, 3 27
J o h n  B i c k n e l l .
Paid C. L. Taylor, board and care, $11 07
F. A. Millett, team to Buckfield. 2 50
For medicine, 2 56
t own of Buckfield, 5 00
N e l l i e  B i c k n e l l .
Paid C. L. Taylor for board and care, $115 14 
Mrs. S. J. Walcott, services as nurse, 28 00
D. M. Heald, M. D. medical
attendance, 8 50
J . C. Caldwell, M. D. medical
attendance, 29 00
F. A. Millett, team to Buckfield, 1(5 20
J. A. Bucknam & Co., for clothing, 2 16
Telephone, 25
E .  W. R e c o r d s , e x - s o ld ie r .
Paid F. A. Millett, fare and expense to
Portland, 3 (50
C. A. Corey , for board and care, (50 43
A l f r e d  W a t e r h o u s e .
Paid A. B. Emery, for board, $114 15
F. A. Millett, fare and expense to
Portland, 2 00
J. W. T h o m a s .
Paid City of Auburn, medical investi-
gation as to sanity, $ 9 00
Mrs. C. L. Thomas, 10 00
E m e l i n e  W. J a co bs .
Paid Morton & Dyer, for wood. * $2 25
G. G. Bridgham, supplies, 1 92
M rs. O l i v e r  D. H o l t .
Paid estate of E. W. Jordan, for rent, $77 00
S. 8 .  K n i g h t .
Paid F. A. Goldermann, for shoes, $1 25
J. A. Bucknam & Co., for clothing, 3 90
JA d r ia n  W a l c o t t .
Paid F. A. Millett, team to Minot and
Pigeon Hill, $ 1 25
J. A. Russell, for board, 65 00
J. A. Bucknam & Co., for clothing, 3 10
F. A. Goldermann, 1 75
A. A. Woodsum, for clothing, 2 75
J o h n  B. R a n d .
Paid James H. Rand, for board, $32 28
J. A. Bucknam & Co., for clothing, 50
C h a r l e s  E l i .
Paid Morton & Dyer, for wood,  4 00
F. A. Millett, expense to Lewiston, 1 50
Sisters of Charity, care, 10 00
 4 50
4 20
2 77
4 89
17 40
c) • D
•
06
3 10
# 7 3  8 5
$ 3 2  7 8
$15 50
W il l ia m  S m i t h .
Paid Monami Lodge No. 40, I. (). (). F.,
for rent, $15 60
J .  I , .  T o b i e .
Paid Merrill & Denning, for medicine, $ 1 45
H a r r y  R o g e r s  a n d  F a m i l y .
Paid G. O. Goodwin & Co., for wood,
I. A. Denison, supplies,
I. F. McCann & Co., supplies,
S. T. Rowe, supplies,*
Merrill & Denning, for medicine,
R. A. Goodwin, for milk,
Betsey Hazleton, for services as nurse,
J. A. Bucknam & Co., supplies.
E . F .  Bradford, M. d , medical 
attendance,
Spiller & Rand, for burial of child,
d . M. N eedham & Son, supplies, 
Hawkes & Whitney, setting up stove,
65 00 
17 00 
1 06
75
tramps.
Paid S. S. Saunders, constable.
D. S. Pratt,
F. A. Millett, cash paid out.
$2 00 
3 75 
2 15
Total expense for poor of the town, 
Amount overdrawn for year 1898, 
Balance unexpended,
£1,402 24 
320 37 
35 79
Appropriated for deficiency year 1898, & 313 37
  year 1899, 1,400 00
Received from State for burial of Isaiah 
Hunnewell,
Received of A. .j . Weston for overpaid 
g eo. Murray account in 1898.
35 00
10 00
$130 54
$7 90
$1,758 3
$1,758 37
In submitting our report of the poor of our town, an analy­
sis of the expenditures of the amount appropriated will be of 
interest ta those who contribute to the fund.
The amount appropriated at the last annual meeting was 
nearly $200.00 less than the average cost per year, for the 
support of the poor, since we became a town, namely, $1,400. 
The appropriation for the deficiency of 1898 was $7.00 less than 
the actual deficit and the amounts accrued in 1898, which 
should have been included in that year have been paid as fol­
lows:— Wilson P. Berry, $86.42, Isaiah S. Hunnewell, $15.76.
14
Sarah McLellan, $44.00, Fred Ireland, $2.25, 1). S. Churchill. 
$0.90, making a total of $162.33, leaving a balance of $1,237.- 
77 for the year ending Feb. 28. 1900.
It became our policy early in the year to gather the poor 
within the limits of our town or to arrange for their support at 
a price that would be in keeping with the amount appropriated.
How well we have calculated is best told bv the account 
rendered.
There have been two deaths among our poor, W ilson P. 
Berry, who died Sept. 5, 1899 and Isaiah S. Hunnewell, who 
died Nov. 29, 1899, each having a long and severe sickness 
necessitating an extra expense for care and medical attendance.
Miss Nellie Bicknell was taken seriously ill early in the 
fall requiring a nurse and constant attendance of a physician. 
She being too ill to move, we were obliged to care for her at 
Mr. Charles L. Taylor’s, thirteen miles distant, at a much larger 
expense than if she had been living in our town.
At this writing, Feb. 28, her condition has not improved 
and from the information regarding her case, furnished by the 
physician in attendance it will be a long time before she will 
recover.
The diphtheria case (the expense of which was paid out of 
this appropriation) was a severe one. The entire family of 
seven were afflicted and one, a bright girl of seven years, died.
The inhabitants of the town are to be congratulated that 
the disease did not spread beyond the place where it originated. 
The total cost was $130.54, $65.00 bein«- for services of theO %
attending physician.
The town physician was not employed in this case and the 
expense for medical aid was nearly double what we anticipated. 
The resident poor have been attended at a cost of $15 by E. ( ’. 
Perkins, M. I)., who was appointed our town physician earlv in 
the year. On account of a severe sickness in his family, at theJ %> '
present time, we have not required him to give a detailed state­
ment of his services for the year but will add that he has attend­
ed to the duties ably and faithfully.
15
Tramps.
Weary  Willie and his itinerant associates must have he- 
stowed their patronage elsewhere, as their calls have been less 
frequent than in former ycars. The representation has be en 
so small we hardly expect an endorsement from that distinguish­
ed body of sojourners.
Cost for year ending Feb. 28, 1900. 7.90. Average 
cost of previous years, $60.54.
H ighw ay  A ccount.
Appropriation for year 1899,
  deficiency for 1898,
j . w . Penney & Sons Co., for labor, 
Mechanic Falls Water Co., for repairs, 
Iron bridge, sold,
Minot, planking Pottle bridge,
$1,400 00 
714 25 
9:3
1 50 
2 50 
9 75
$2,140 9 3
Overdraw, year 1898,
j . P. Grant, labor prior to 
j . E. Estes, 
C. G. Young,  
J. H. King, 
D. F. Bray, 
J. K. Denning, 
j . W. e llingwood,
H. E. Chandler,
E. A. Faunce,
i . L. Meserve,
Feb. 28, '99. $ 28 00
4
44
• 
• 
44
• 
44
•  *
4 4
•  
• 
2 25 
50 
7 00 
4 42 
16 20 
$ 00
1 50
2 00 
1 45
$714 19
— 1 6 —
A. J. Weston, lumber,   5 41
Fred Jordan, labor,   8 88
W. C. Chipman, labor, 94 61
J. P. Grant,  13 50
C. G. Young,  5 10
L. J. Morton,  118 22
i . L. Meserve,  13 08
Amos Tilton,  37 92
John H. King,  1 23
J. H. & B. Stanton, labor, 12 85
i . H. Judkins,  75
M. W. Morrill,  36 37
W. E. Morton,  36 42
D. Cotton,  6 05
Fred Jordan,  43 50
D. F. Bray,  12 81
Frank Perham,  1 50
Ledger Publishing Co., printing road bills , 2 2
W. A. McCann, labor, 1 50
J. K. Denning,  15 60
G . W. Prince,  3 00
E. H. Chandler,  6 75
E. L. Charles,  29 75
Wilson & Hodge, plank for bridge, 71 50
John F'essenden, labor, 20 10
D. R. Harris, 44 11 85
F. H. Cobb, 15 00
/ .  A. Buck, labor, 26 00
A. H. Chapman, 44 42 00
F. A. Millett, 70 68
Flawkes & Whitney, spikes, etc. 10 03
E. C. Raw son, labor, 87 22
C. W. York, 44 2 00
S. H. Davis, 44 5 25
Poland Packing & M ’f ’g, Co., lumber and
labor, 67 17
H. C. Day, labor, S 75
A. V. Hathaway, labor, 4 50
W. F. Smith, 1 00
A. E. Harlow, 10 35
E. D. Dudley, 61 11
E. A. Harris, 1 14
poland Paper Co., lumber, 1 08
Sherman Churchill, labor, 8 25
A. S. Bray, 21 12
W . D. Holt, 8 75
j . Gould, 2 85
D. Martin, 11 45
J. Stanton, 4 50
W. L. Knight, 7 20
H. D. Larry, 2 00
C. W. Austin, 6 60
B. F. Haskell, 10 80
C. L. Hackett, 120 62
W. E. Dollev, “
w
2 75
J. E. Estes, “ 75
F. D. True, “ 13 55
Geo. 0 .  Goodwin & Co., plank, 55
H. A. Merrill, labor, 2 22
H. E. Cbandler, “ 3 75
E. Thurlow, “ 2 25
Isabella A. Gray, storing road machine, 2 00
J. A. Russell, labor, 8 35
A. J. Weston, lumber, 4 79
F. E. Dwinal, labor, 4 65
E. A. Faunce, “ 7 10
H. J. Jordan, “ 41 40
Morton & Dyer, “ 1 75
18
A. IS. Walker, “ 2 50
----------  $1,337 50
\
$2,051 69
Balance unexpended, 89 24
$2,140 9:]
A few words of explanation in regard to the expenditures 
in this department for this and comparison with former years, 
may be of interest to the tax-payers.
The average annual appropriation since the formation of 
the town prior to 1899, has been $2,000, and the average ex­
penditures, $2,022.85, this does not include the replacing of 
the bridge at Page’s Mills in 1896 at a cost of $1,160.
For the fiscal year ending Feb. 28 , 1899, there was ap­
propriated $2 ,000, to which was added $50.36, unexpended the 
previous year, making $2,056.36, the report of the Road 
Commissioner that year, showed an expenditure of $2,764.55, 
and a deficiency of $714.19. Unpaid bills for that year amount­
ing to $81.51 and which have been paid out of this year’s ap­
propriation would have made the actual deficiency $846.06.
The amount appropriated for this year $1,400, was $600 
lrss than the average as shown above. Out of this exceptionally 
small appropriation we have paid $81.51 of 1898 bills, leaving 
$1,318.69 for the maintainance of the highways this year, which 
is more than 30 per cent, less than the vearlv average and con­
siderably less than one half the amount expended last year.
Early in the season the planking of the Elm St., Chipman 
and Pottle bridges, was in such condition that it was necessarv 
to replank these bridges, which was done at a cost of $152.57.
The Bray cattle pass, which for a long time had been im­
passable, we rebuilt at an expense ot over $40, both of these 
expenditures were necessary, but it seemed unfortunate that 
they came in a year when the appropriation was so small.
19
Iii the summer after we had expended the amount required 
by law we had an opportunity to place upon our streets a quan­
tity of hard gravel at a small cost. J. W. Penney & Sons Co.,J  O  -/
after removing the soil from a building site, made the offer that 
if* we would take the gravel away they would load it into carts
O  J  J
gratis; such an opportunity we felt should be taken advantage 
of, we therefore placed upon our streets 325 loads of the best 
material for roads at the cost of hauling.O
As there has been but little snow this winter the cost ot 
keeping roads in order has been less than usual, there has been, 
however, more expense on sidewalks on account of their al­
most constant icy condition.
The abutment of the Pottle bridge was in a precarious 
condition. We made repairs upon it during the summer, rais­
ing one corner of the bridge, which had settled nearly a foot bvO O ' ' %/ K
the displacing of stone and putting a heavy timber on the abut­
ment and blocking it up in order to make it secure for the time. 
We recommend that it be rebuilt the coming vear.
O  ft
o
R eport of Selectmen.
Amount of town orders drawn from ^ o . 2662 to No 
3203, inclusive.
For support common schools, £2,884 66
Support high school, 950 00
Repairs, roads and bridges, 1.337 50
Text books and apparatus, 170 10
Repairs, school buildings, 43 68
Support public library, 182 25
Officers* Salaries, 649 90
Interest, on bonds and temporary loan. 1.069 14
20
Sinking fund, 2,000 00
Memorial Day, 50 00
Fire department, 840 52
Lighting streets, 1,248 00
Hydrant service, 1,680 00
Tax deeds, 255 71
Support of poor, 1,402 24
Abatements, discounts and
commissions, 1,360 27
Temporary loans, 3,500 00
State tax, 2,457 97
County tax, 1,257 79
Miscellaneous expenses, 1,187 30
----------  $24,527 0<i
Town Officers’ Salaries.
Appropriation for year 1899. $700 00
Amount overdrawn, 44 90
Amount overdrawn year 1898. $ 95 00
F. H. McDonald, moderator, 3 00
E. F. Bradford, services Board of Health, 20 00
C. B. Rankin, “ “ “ 15 00
M. N. Royal, “ “ “ 10 00
C. W. Fisher, Supt. of Schools, . 100 00
F. A. Millett, services as Town Agent, 25 00
F. A. Millett, Services as Selectman, 150 00
F. H. Cobb, “ “ “ 125 00
S. H. Davis, “ “ “ 62 50
C. M. Hutchins, “ Town Treasurer, 75 00
S. S. Saunders, Constable, 4 00
$744 90
F. F. Dresser,  2 00
j . A. Crooker,  20 40
A. E. Sawyer, Truant Officer, S 00
F. E. Tufts, Auditor, 15 00
E. 0 . Perkins, Town Physician, 15 00
$744 90
F ire  D epartm ent.
Appropriation for year 1899, $400 00
Received for old hose sold, 2 00
  brass couplings sold, 2 00
  old H. & L. truck sold, 5 00
$409 00
Amount overdrawn, 479 63
Amount overdrawn, year 1898, $48 11
Paid C. W. York, repairing H. & L. house, *30 
.T. W. Penney & Sons Co., repairing
hose, 2 25
W. E. Dolly, repairing ladder truck, 3 25
Hallett Tooth Pick Co., drying hose, 1 50
• 7 J O
I. L. Meserve, horse at fires, 2 50
.1. W. Storey, for supplies, 4 25
F. D. Harmon, services, Hose No. 1, 121 00
E. A. Hammond, services Hose No. 2, 109 95
L. C. Spiller, “ H. & L. Co., 104 50
E. E. Jordan, “ Chief Engineer
$888 63
 and supplies,
d . L. Cousens,  Asst. Engineer,
Harry Jewett,   
j . W. Penney, rent Firemen's Hall,
Mrs. J. C. Walker, rent of hall,
o . B. Dwinal, rent H. & L. Co. house, 24 00 
P. R. Cobb, land rent for hose house,
A. F. Cook, for drying hose,
j . W. Penney & Sons Co., repairing 
hose truck,
S. T. Rowe, refreshments for firemen 
at Penney fire,
Morton & Dyer, for wood,
Boston Woven Hose Co., for 500 feet 
hose,
Hawkes & Whitney. 
*888 <>:}
In submitting the annual report of this Department it will 
be noticed that a much larger sum has been expended than was 
appropriated lor the fiscal year. The calls on the treasury for 
this branch of the town’s business no one can foretell. The 
appropriation was hardly sufficient to pay the running expenses. 
The number of fires was greater than in anv vear in the historvI W I *' V
of the town, there* being six fires and two false alarms. The 
Bucknam fire occurring Dec. 28 and the Penney fire the davO V | t
following, when the weather was extremely cold, freezing the 
almost entire stock of hose and the facilities for drving the same
•. O
M ere inadequate to get them in condition for use if they were 
needed. To provide for the emergency in case of another con­
flagration I conferred with the selectmen at 10 a. in., Dee. 29,i j  7
recommending the purchase of more hose and at 7.15 p. m. 
of the same day we placed on the reels of our department 500 
feet of fine hose of 400 pounds pressure, from the Boston Woven
Hose Rubber Co., of Cambridge, Mass., at a cost of $275.00. 
which is included in the expenditures. There was also an over­
draft in 1898, unprovided for, which lias been paid out of 1899 
appropriation. \\ e suffered a loss at the Firemen’s Hall on 
account of the Penney fire, necessitating the removal of our ^ o
headquarters to the Walker Block during the month of January 
but are now quartered at our old home.
E. E. JO R D A N ,
Chief Engineer.C
Sinking1 Fund.
Vmount in fund Feb. 28, 1899, 
Deposited during year, 
Accrued interest.
$4,341 32 
2,000 00 
113 61
$6,454 93
Bonds and coupons cancelled and retired. $1,272 00
Amount in fund, $5,182 93
In terest.
Amount unexpended 1898.
Appropriated for 1899, 
Received interest on deposits.
Paid interest on town bonds,
Interest on tempoary loan. 
Amount unexpended,
8 85 05
1,100 00
21 98
$1,000 00 
69 17 
137 86
$1,207 03
$1,207 03
C ontingent A ccount
Amount unexpended year 1898, $ 38 35
Appropriated for year 1899, 600 00
Received from State Treasurer, dog tax *98, 90 29
“ “ “ damage by dogs, 10 50
“ “ licences for year 1899, 38 00
“ “ unassessed taxes for 1897
and 1898, 36 90
“ grass sold, 50
Ledger Publishing Co., printing reports, 37 00
Boarding C. Knights, 6 00
E. F. Bradford, vaccinating, 88 50
C. B. Rankin, “ 92 50
Running town lines, 38 77
lighting office and jail, 15 00
1). S. Perkins, hall rent, 15 00
D. S. Perkins, rent of office and jail. 100 00
Recording tax deed, 7 50
S. A. Holt, turkeys killed by dogs, 2 50
C. O. Russell, chickens “ “ “ 8 00
Estate of J. A. Bucknam, rent of land for
sewer pipe, 3 00
E. P. Wentworth, supt., care of E. S.
Nason, 22 00
Maine Register for 1899, 1 50
Changing water gauge, 1 00
Office keys, paid J. E. Saunders, 75
V. M. Pinkham, wood for office, 3 00
Poland Packing & M ’f ’g Co., wood lor
office, 4 6 00
Mildred F. Millett, administering oaths, 3 25
S 814
Merrill & Denning, blank books and
stationery, 23 91
Merrill & Denning, use of telephone, 3 25
A .  h . Pulsifer, special constable in 1898, (3 00
j . A. Crooker, services as  1899, 2 00
C. M. Hutchins, for recording births and
deaths, 15 75
C. M. Hutchins, postage and express
charges, 8 93
C. H. Tobie, reporting births and deaths, 0 25
C. B. Rankin,     5 25
E. F. Bradford,     2 25
E. C. Perkins,     1 7 5
F. E. Mayberry,     25
F. A. Millett, for postage, stationery, etc. 21 90
----------  $549 
Balance unexpended, 264 78
M emorial Day.
Appropriated for observance, $50 00
Paid A. A. Dwinal Post, G. A. R., $50 00
H igh Schools.
Appropriated for 1899, $700 00
Received from the State, 250 00
Amount expended, 950 00
Common Schools
Appropriated for 1899, 
Received from the State 
 for tuition, 
Amount overdrawn.
am ount overdrawn in 1898.
expended to date, 
to complete school year, 
unexpended,
The discrepancy between this report and that of the School 
Superintendent is caused by the omission in his report of the 
deficiency of 1898, and including $210.00, which was not ex­
pended Feb. 28, 1899.
T ext Books.
Amount, unexpended in 1898. $28 07
“ appropriated, 75 00
I sc of books, 24 00
Amount expended, 91 17
“ unexpended, 35 90
----------  $127 07
A pparatus.
Appropriation tor year 1899.
a mount overdrawn in 1898, 39
Amount expended, 78 93
 unexpended, 25 68
 105 00
R epair School Houses.
Appropriation for year 1899, $50 00
Amount overdrawn 1899, 64 29
$114 29
Amount overdrawn in 1898. $70 61
“ expended 1898, 43 68
s i 14 29
Attended by Town Physician.
Name of those attended bv town physician during the year.
«. A %/ ' »
Wilson P. Berry.
Isaiah S. Hunnewell.
Family of Charles A. Foster, A\ ater St.
Charlotte Oakes.
Jonathan L. Tobie.
Emeline W. Jacobs.
Poor of O ther Towns.
Received from other towns on account of support of their 
poor, including bills of previous years.
From City of Lewiston, $ 3 10
Hebron, 4 00
Weld, 10 88
Rumford, 133 65
Lincoln, 36 68
New Gloucester, 15 40
Peru, 46 70
Oxford, 116 54
Kennebunk, 40 50
Paris, 67 03
Woodstock. 3 95
Norway, 46 70
$525 13
Paid for Poor of Other Towns.
O x f o r d .
Supplies furnished Franklin Smith, $9 18
P a r i s .
Supplies furnished John A. Hooper, 67 03
R u m e o r d .
Supplies furnished J. K. P. Simpson. 98 25
N o r w a y .
For aid furnished Mrs. Gertrude G.
Merrill, 46 70
P o l a n d .
Supplies furnished John b . Hunnewel 28
K e n n e b u n k .
Medical aid, Miss Augusta Cox, 40 50
$253 94
H ydran t Rental.
Balance unexpended for year 1898, $ 20 00
Appropriated for year 1899, 1,660 00
---------- $1,680 00
t
Paid Mechanic Falls Water Co. for use of
water from July 1, 1899 to July 1, 1900. $1,680 00
S tree t Lighting.
     y(Wk ,24^ 00A p p r o p r i a t i o n  to r  y e a r  1 8 9 9 ,
°4 00Amount overdrawn,
I I  .372 00
Amount overdrawn, year 1898, 00
Paid Mechanic Falls Water and Electric 
Light and Power Co., for lighting
<1 streets as per contract,
$1,272 00
A batem ents, Etc.
$751 01
a mount appropriated for deficiency
in 98,
Amount appropriated lor 1899, 00
 overdrawn, $2,120 88
Amount overdrawn in 1898, $
d . B. Waterhouse, collector’s commission
153 7 in part,
d . B. Waterhouse, abatements, 
d . B. Waterhouse, discounts on taxes. *08 0b
$ :U :>0 Sts
Cotton Case.
Paid Newell & Skelton, legal services and
   $75 00cash paid out,
F. o . Purington, 
    30 00cash paid out,
Witness fees and other expenses. 00
177 00
Public L ib ra ry
Appropriated for 1899, $200 00
State allowance, 20 00 
Ignoramous Club, for rent, 20 00
$240 00
199 03Amount expended,
Balance unexpended, 40 97
*240 00
F inancial Standing*.
4 
Amount of bonds outstanding, since '93, at
4 per cent. $25,000 00
Amount of outstanding orders, 120 48
$25,120 48
66
 
66 
  
 6 66
6 6 6 6
6  66
6 6 66
66
hands of treasurer, 2,162 95
n d . B. Waterhouse, Collector
'96 taxes, 33 50
D. B. Waterhouse, “
'97, taxes, 85 78
D. B. Waterhouse, “
'98 taxes, 418 93
D. B. Waterhouse, “
’99 taxes, 5,714 29
Tax deeds, Minot, 162 10
“ “ Mechanic Falls, 968 21
Sinking fund, 5.182 93
F. H. McDonald note, 193 68
Town ot Oxford, 7 20§'
f
c u << Poland, 22 28
#44 44
■81
“ Rum ford, 42 09
“ State, dog license, 107 00
Sewer pipe on hand, 110 42
$15,217 36
i)Balance against the town. $ 9,909 1i*
1899 “ 12,651 50
Recom m endations.
Common School, §2,000 00
Free High School, 700 00
Support of the Poor, 1,500 00
Roads and Bridges, 1,800 00
Contingent Expenses, 600 00
Sinking Fund, 1,000 00
Interest, 1,000 00
Officers’ Salaries, 700 00
Abatements and Commissions, 600 00
Hydrant Rental. 1,680 00I / +
Electric Lights, 1,272 00
Fire Department, 600 00
Library,
Memorial Day,
Texts Books,
Repairs of School houses,
Apparatus,
Furnishings,
200 00 
50 00 
75 00 
100 00 
50 00 
50 00
I h a v e  e x a m in e d  th e  b o o k s ,  v o u c h e r s  a n d  a c c o u n ts  of th e  
S e le c tm e n  a n d  f ind  th e m  c o r re c t .
F. E. TUFTS, Auditor.
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Rem arks.
Before assuming the responsibilities intrusted to us, we 
obligated ourselves to faithfully perform the duties of the various 
offices to which we were elected. We have completed the work 
and have submitted for your consideration a statement of the 
year’s business transacted, trusting it will merit your approval. 
In commencing the work of the fiscal year we found outstand-
O  J
ing orders for more than $2,300, with only $1,407.58 in the 
treasury, which necessitated a temporary loan to pay the ex­
isting liabilities. Since that date we have paid every bill on 
presentation and have in the treasury a balance of $2,162.95. 
By the efficient work of our collector and the success we had inJ
collecting the indebtedness of other towns with a revenue ofO
$653.43 on old tax deeds we have been able to place to the 
credit of the sinking fund, $2,000, and repay the temporary 
loans which we were obliged to negotiate. We have been able 
to reduce the liabilities of the towr $2,742.38 as shown in our 
financial statement. It will be noticed that our interest account 
on temporary loans is more than $20.00 less than in 1898, and 
the treasurer has received nearly $22.00 on daily balances from 
the bank, an itejn which has never before appeared since we 
became a town.
We perambulated the town lines (which is required bv law) 
with the selectmen of Poland, Minot and Oxford, placing 
stone monuments (neatly marked with the initial of the town ) 
at every corner or angle in the town line and at the points in 
highways, where the line of the town crossed. We find that 
the line from the corner of Poland and Minnt on the Little 
Androscoggin to the mouth of Bog brook is not defined in our 
charter and recommend that it be amended at the next legisla-O
ture. The cost appears in the Contingent fund.
We have to congratulate the inhabitants on the
present financial standing of the town. We have endeavor­
ed in our report to make a correct showing of the financial 
condition of each department under our supervision and respect­
fully submit the same for your perusal and consideration.
FR A N K  A. M ILLETT.
FR A N C IS H. COBB.
SOLON H. DAVIS.
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers 
of the Poor of the Town of Me­
chanic Falls.
o
T reasu rer’s A ccount.
C. M. Hutchins, treasurer, in account with the town of 
Mechanic Falls, Maine.
DR.
To bal. brought forward from 1899, & 1,601 26
Cash on account of temporary loans, 3,500 00 
from state, account free high school, 250 00 
state, act. pensions refunded, 222 00 
town of Hebron, pauper act., 4 00
town of Weld, pauper act., 10 88
town of Rumford, pauper act., 133 65
town of New Gloucester pau­
per account, 15 40
town of Peru, pauper act., 46 70
town of Oxford, pauper act., 116 54
town of Kennebunk, pauper
34
account, 40 50
town of Paris, pauper act., 67 03
town of Norway, pauper act., 46 70
town of Woodstock pauper act., 2 95
town of Lincoln, pauper act., 30 68-
city of Lewriston, pauper act., 3 10
A. J . Weston, overpaid on Geo.
Murray pauper account, ’99 10 00
G. G. Bridgham, overpaid in
'98 pauper account, I 00
State treasurer’s receipt, act. dog license
for 1898 refunded, 90 29
Cash of town clerk, act. dog license, 99, 107 00
On account tax deeds paid, 653 43
For tuitions and use of school books, 50 00
On account of licenses, 38 00
School fund and mill tax, 923 72
Fire department, for old brass
couplings, hose and truck, 9 00
For grass sold around Pleasant St.O
school house, 50y 0
Of town of Poland, act. perambulating
town lines, 23 86
Of town of Minot, act. perambulating
town line, 3 04
Of town of Minot, repairs on Pottle
bridge, 9 75
Mechanic Falls Water Co. ,act. repair­
ing streets, etc., 13 50
For iron bridge sold, 2 50
For gravel hauled, 93
Of state treasurer, act. public library, 20 00 
Of Ignoramus Club, rent, act. public
library, 20 00
35
Of state treasurer, act. burial of
soldiers, refunded,  00
Of Chapman National Bank, interest
on daily balances,  98
o f state treasurer for damages by dogs,
refunded,  
Of d . B. Waterhouse for taxes
not assessed in 1 8 9 7 and 1898,  90
Etc., D. B. Waterhouse, act. tax '95, 25 57
  ’96, 106 22
     ’97, 1,335 33
  ’98, 5,867 14
  ’99,13,765 29
_________129.312 84
• 
By cash paid town orders,
Paid state pensions,
In Chapman National Bank,
On hand,
F. H. McDonald note,
Respectfully submitted,
C. M. H U T C H IN S, Treasurer.
I have examined the accounts and vouchers of the treas- 
urer and find them correct.
F. E. TUFTS, Auditor.
V ita l S ta tis tic s
Births. Marriages. Deaths 
March 1, 96, to March 1, 97, 38 33 34
  ’97,    ’98, 28 15 44
  ’98,    ’99, 42 13 44
  ’99,    ’00, 38 31 36
Public L ibrary.
TRUSTEES REPORT
To the Town o f Mechanic Falls:
T he Trustees oi the Mechanic Falls Public Library make 
the following1 report of the receipts and expenditures on account 
of the library for the year ending .Ian. 1, 1900.
J  J  O
Appropriations b y ‘town for 1<S99, $200 00
Recived from Ignoramous Club, for rent. 20 00
44 44 State of Maine, 20 00
Total, $240 00
For rent of rooms for library, $ 35 00
J  '
Electric lighting for library, 18 75
Librarian’s salary, 25 00
Insurance, 7 75
F uel, 5 81
Desk, 5 00
Bookcase, etc., 11 54
Supplies, 2 56
Overdraw of 1898, l(j 78
t
Enclvclopedia.
Other books.
56  00
14 84
$199 03
Balance unexpended, §40 97
A. J. W ESTON.
E. F. BRADFORD.
J. M. LIBBY .
Trustees of Mechanic Falls Public Library.
LIBRARIANS REPORT.
The citizens of the Town of Mechanic Falls may well be%>
proud of the Free Public Library. Judging by the number of 
books taken out and the general expressions of pleasure and in­
terest in the work, your librarian is happy to state that the use­
fulness of the library during the past year has been constant 
and increasing.
There are, at the present time, 1075 volumes in the 
Library, and 625 names on the Borrowers Book, an average oi 
300 books being exchanged each week. It is doubtful if anvP* O •
other new library with so small a beginning, can make a better 
showing. The reference department is a very important one, 
numbering 187 volumes. Though small in its number of vol- 
limes, its advantages are seen every library day, not only in
O  J  * *
connection with general readers but with pupils from the pub­
lic* schools; words, technical terms, names, dates and places in
«
history, geography and science, illustrations and references in 
fiction, and matter connected with school work are sought and 
made clear in this section. A Johnson’s Cyclopedia and State 
Reports of value have been added to this department during 
the past year.
Since the opening of the library to the present time, not a 
volume has been lost, (two were burned by the town officers.
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during the recent diphtheria epidemic). Several books have 
been donated, a bound volume of the Ledger being the latest 
gift.
The subscription fund, collected by E. A. Hall, has been 
‘xpended to purchase new books, principally for the depart - 
nents of fiction and juvenile reading. This was of great value, 
as new books were added at frequent intervals.
There has been collected in fines during the past year 
so.55. This sum has purchased five new books for the 
library.
The books have been alphabetically arranged and classified 
under the names of authors, titles and and subjects and under 
the several heads of reference, travels, history, biography, fic­
tion, essays, poems, religion, medical, scientific, political, and 
the miscellaneous subjects. This work so far as accomplished, 
lias been done at no expense to the towrn.
The usefulness of the library would be greatly increased, 
if a larger sum could be raised for the purchase of books, add­
ing volumes much needed to each department; for expenses,— 
that the room might be open oftener than once a week, and that 
the classifying and cataloguing might be furthur advanced; and 
if there could be a sum sufficient for the support of a free read­
ing room, containing the leading magazines and newspapers, 
in connection with the library work, it would be of inestimable 
value to the citizens and scholars of the town,
Respectfully submitted,
B E R N ID E N E  JE W E T T  BUTLER.
Librarian.
R eport of Town A gent.
The town was obliged to defend a suit for damages broughtO O v_?
by M ary A. Cotton for injuries received, May 13, 1899, on 
account of an alleged defect in the sidewalk 011 the iron bridge.
I pon being notified by her attorney, J. M. Libby, that she 
claimed damages, the case was submitted to Newell & Skelton.
O  7
who have had the management of the same assisted bv F. 0 .O J
Purington. We are confident that the case was ablv conducted
O  •'
but the result of the trial at the January term of court was not 
what we anticipated. Had we been in possession of the infor­
mation given at the trial by Joseph K. Denning, one of the 
municipal officers of the town for the year 1898. we might have 
been able to save the town the expense of the suit, at least. It 
relieved the present board of road commissioners of much re­
sponsibility when a member of a former administration admitted 
his knowledge of this alleged defect at the time he was one ofo O
the municipal officers.
Charles A. Foster, bv his attorney, has given notice to theJ ' O
municipal officers that he may commence suit for injuries re­
ceived 011 the crossing of the railroad, near the Grand Trunk 
station 011 Feb. 6 , 1900. The attorney for the road has the 
case under consideration. We do not understand that there is 
any liability 011 the part of the town.
N egotiations are pending with the Grand Trunk railway 
for the w idening of the roadway near Cobb's Hotel from whichO
we anticipate a favorable answer.
During the vear all the indebtedness from other towns has 
been collected in full, except Bingham, which was outlawed.
F. A. M IL L E T T , Town Agent.
40—
IN MEMORIAM.
d ate of Dth. Name. Place of Dth. — Age— Mar. or Sin.
Yrs. Mos. Days.
Mch. 25, ’99 Ensign W . Benner. Mechanic Falls. 7 2 10 Married.
Apr. 23 Mary E. Jenness. 44 6 7 10 ->3 Widow.
 26 W illiam A. Tobie. 88 2 11 Married.
May 15 j ames M. johnson.
J ii 87 6 26 Widower.
June 6 Mary Green Prince. i i 3 8 10 6 Married.
9 No name (still born)
 1 5 Mary M. Record.
ii 69 25 Single.
 25 Hilda G. Bridgham. ii 4 ii
 25 Rev. C. T. D. Crockett 4 i 66 10 Married.
July 13 Levi Pooler. i i 5 9 8 2 7
 2y Dora L . Bartlett. ii 3 7
Aug. 8 Ralph S. McKenney. ii 25 2 21
f
 10 Henry o . Beal. 4 i 5 9 28 Widower.
 3 No name (still born) ii
4 4 Meredith Haskell. 78 9 7 Widow.
28 Olive J. Hogan. ii 5 3 3 6
Sept. 2 No name (still born)
 15 Edwin A. Hooper. it 1 11 21 Single.
 22 Ernest Bolduc. ii 1 ii
o ct  7 Lada Bolduc. 22 Married
 11 Rebecca Hanscom. ii 68 1 ii
 Moses L. Megguire. 4 i 63 10 16 ii
Nov. 6 Rosalia A. Crockett. ii 61 ii
 3 0 Isaiah S. Hunnewell.* 81 3 5 ii
d ec. 1 Em ily A. Berry. 68 ii
18 Gertrude G. M ayberry ii 20 7 26
 21 Christie A. Rogers. 7 5 13 Single.
Jan. 12, ’00 Gertrude M. Stanton. 4 i 27 11 ! 4 44
Died in other Towns and States and recorded in Mechanic Falls.
Mch. 6, ’99 M arg’et A. McDonald Haverhill, Mass. 5 2 10 Married.
i 4 Azel W . Faunce. Norway, Me. 67 4 5 Single.
44 21. Orestus G. Chase. Minot, 3 2 18 Married.
Oct. Hiram J. Darby. Portland, Me. 5 5 6 1
44
Nov. 5 - Annie M. Cooper. Auburn, “ 40 4 5
44
Ian.•r 6, '00. Sarah A. Parsons. Onset Bav, Mass.a* • 64
44
Feb. 12. John Q. A. Waterman Harrison, Me. 7 5 3 24
44
44 24. John Smith.%• Minot, “ 89 6 1 l3
44
11—
B oard of H ealth.
To the Selectmen o f the town o f Mecha nic Falh:
We take pleasure in reporting that the number of cases 
. was small where it was necessary to call upon the Board of 
Health, and that cheerful compliance has been given to all of 
our demands in such cases, and it is owing in 110 small degree 
to the intelligent co-operation of the inhabitants of the town 
with the Board of Health that the town has been kept so free 
from infectious diseases, and that where cases of infectious dis­
eases have broken out in the town they have, without hardly an 
exception, been confined by prompt action 011 the part of the 
Board, to the houses in which they first appeared.
There have been reported to the Board seven cases of 
nuisance and the cause has been poor drainage of sinks or im­
proper care of privy vaults.
Four cases of scarlet fever were reported, the patients all 
bein«- of one family and M ere mild cases.O V
But one case of typhoid fever has occurred the past year. If  
proof were needed of the purity of our drinking water it would 
seem that this fact alone would be sufficient, and just here the 
Board would call attention to the fact that no case of typhoid 
has occurred in town since the introduction of public w ater sup­
ply in families using said water, every case occuring since that 
time has been in families using well water, “moral'’ keep your 
wells free from filth and surface drainage.
Through the efforts of the selectmen and the Board ofO
Health, assisted by the State Board of Health, the drainage of 
the Poland Butter Factory lias been stopped from entering W a­
terhouse Brook, that was becoming a source of danger to our 
water supply.
Seven cases of diphtheria have been reported, all in one 
family and all recovered except the first case, which had de-
veloped beyond the power of antitoxin to stay it, before a phy­
sician was called, the parents not knowing the family had been 
exposed to the disease through a relative4 visiting them at the 
time, who was suffering from a throat trouble, too much care 
cannot be exercised by parents, when symptoms of diphtheria 
and scarlet fever appear in the family. We give here the 
symptoms of the disease hoping it may l>e of service to some 
accidentally exposed as in the case referred to above.
It may be well to say that it is very important that every 
case of scarlet fever and diphtheria should be detected at its 
very beginning, for then is the time either to cure the* disease 
or prevent its spreading.
The beginning of either may be slight and pass with the 
family for some slight ailment and thus tlie family be thrown 
off their guard. Scarlet fever begins abruptly with more or 
less fever, often with vomiting and a sore throat which 011 in­
spection is reddened. In about 24 hours from the beginning a 
rash appears 011 the skin which may be very slight or abund­
ant. A child who has never had scarlet fever manifesting 
these symptoms should be examined at once by a medical man 
and the nature of the ailment determined, if scarlet fever and 
if there are other voung children in the house, the sick childJ  O
should be placed in some room away from the living rooms and 
all precautions taken against spreading the contagion.
Diphtheria is often an invidious and deceitful disease and 
frequently goes undetected till great mischief is done. All 
cases of sore throat in a child should be looked upon with sus­
picion, for a child may have the disease and not be much sick 
or have any thing apparently but a slight sore throat at first.
Following an expedient instituted by the health officers of 
some towns in Massachusetts to prevent diphtheria from get­
ting into the public schools, the Board of Health proposes to 
instruct the teachers in the schools of Mechanic Falls not to 
allow a child suffering from a sore throat to attend school until
the scholar has been examined by the health officer and obtains 
from him a certificate that he may safely attend the school. the 
examination of scholars in such cases will be free.
M. N. ROYAL.
E. F. BRA D FO RD . 
C. B. R A N K IN .
Board of Health
o
E rra ta .
Page 8 , footing of abatements should be $398 43  
P age 28. footing $253 94 should be $283 94.
Seventh Annual Report
OF THE
Superintending School Committee.
SCHOOL BOARD.
J. K. 
E. F. 
j . M.
D E N N IN G , for three years, 
BRADFORD, for two years,
LIBBY, for one year,
ORGANIZATION
E. F. B R A D FO R D  
C. W. F ISH E R ,
A. E. S A W Y E R
A . E. SA W Y ER . 
EZRA B A ILEY ,
A. R, STANTON,
Chairman 
Superintendent 
Truant Officer 
Janitor 
Janitor 
Janitor
Regular meeting’s of board the last 'Tuesday of each monthO C1 *
at office of Dr. E. F. Bradford.
TEA CH ERS.
Teachers elected for year ending June, 1900.« C7
AL TON C. W H E E L E R , A. B., Principal lligli School. 
BLA N CH E W A LK ER , A. 15'., Assistant High School. 
AUGUSTA JACKSON, Principal Grammar School. 
N A N C Y  BUCKNAM, Assistant Grammar School. 
H O RTEN SE BRADFORD, Principal <> and 7 Grades 
M A R 1* C. BUMBUS, Principal 4 and 5 Grades. 
M IN N IE  B. FA RRIN G TO N . Principal Primary Dept. 
(JE N E \ A H U TC H IN S, Assistant Primary Dept. 
A N N IE  W A LK ER, Principal Pigeon Hill School.
T<> the Superintending School Hoard o f Mechanic Falls:
Tlu; following is the report of your Superintendent for the 
fiscal year ending March 1, 1900.
In submitting this report there are many things which 
must be omitted as brevity is desired.%
The year of school work has been pleasant. Teachers 
have labored unitedly and ambitiously for the highest good of
• J  o  O
(‘very scholar. Manifest progress has been made in every de­
partment. Comparing our school system with the towns about 
us, we stand second to none in quality of instruction and edu­
cational equipment.
The number of scholars enrolled for the longest term ofO
tlu* vear in common schools was 233. The high school en-J  C 1
rollment was 30.
A good foundation has been laid for thorough education inO O
the Primary department and from the first the scholar is taught 
to think for himself. Originality is the ambition" of the teacher.O •
Teaching is the object of schools and the teacher aims to 
lift the veil from before the expectant pupil.
I he town is to be congratulated for the general public 
interest in our schools. Good schools make good intelligent 
men and women and intelligent men and women make good 
citizens.
While the schools and scholarship are of a high type and 
worthy of considerable mention there are several needful addi- 
tions which ought to be noticed at this time.O
The modern school should have musical instruction to 
make it fairly complete. Vocal and physical culture should be 
taught in the public school. Good physique and voice are 
necessary these days that the student may express in manhood 
and voice what he has learned. I would suggest that some 
steps be taken in connection with other adjacent towns that by 
co-operation a competent instructor in music and vocal culture 
may be engaged to teach certain hours each week in our schools.
• O O
If there is an increase in the Primary school next year
* o
equal to that of this past year there will be need of a new work 
here.
There seems now great need of a kindergarten department 
connected with the Primary work.
There is evidence on every hand of progress in the schools 
especially in the High School. I wish to call attention to the 
interesting fact that the course in our High School is now soO O
arranged that scholars may be graduated and enter the colleges0  4/ o o
of our state without spending two years in some preparatory 
school as has been the case heretofore. This one thing should 
call forth the greatest interest on the part of every citizen of 
our town.
1 wish to acknowledge kindness and helpfulness shown me 
during this year of interesting work. Especially have the 
School Hoard been helpful and willing to aid 'in  the superin­
tending of the schools.
HIGH SCHOOL RESOURCES.
Appropriation for high school, $700 00
Received from State, 250 00
$950 00
11. E. Files, $240 00#
Miss C. M. Hanson, 120 00
Alton C. Wheeler, A. B., 420 00
Blanche Walker, A. B., 210 00 $990 00
Overdraw, $40 00
COMMON SCHOOL RESOURCES
Appropriation, 
Mill tax, 
Tuition,
EXPENDITURES.
t
Balance
Appropriation. 
Hook rental,
EXPENDITURES
EXPENDITURES
J. A. Bucknam & Co., $10 75
G. A. Colton, 1 00
EXPENDITURES
Merrill & Denning, 55 ()(i
Poland Paper Co., 4 00
Poland Packing & M’f ’g Co., 2 00
C. W. Fisher, 5 52
Balance, $3 88
FURNISHINGS.
Appropriation, $30 00
11 75
Balance, $18 25
APPARATUS.
Appropriation, $75 00
Balance,
Appropriation, $50 00
Hawkes & Whitney, $11 78
A. E. Sawyer, 21 05
Ezra Bailey, 6 15
A. J. Weston, 1 85
J. W. Penney, 2 90
Common- Schools, $2,200 00
Mill tax, 928 72
High school. 700 00
State, 250 00
Text Books, 75 00
Repairs, 50 00
Furnishings, 80 00
Apparatus, 75 00
Tuition, 80 00
Book rental, 20 00
848 68
Balance, 86 82
TOTAL SCHOOL RESOURCES
'leaching, $3,174 00
Transportation, 824 00
.1 anitors, 265 00
Fuel, 228 75
$4,858 72
TOTAL EXPENDITURES
Apparatus,
Furnishings,
Text books, 
Incidentals,
Repairs, 4 3  6 8  
6 7  18 
11 7 5  
91 17 
5 8  41
RECOMMENDATIONS.
Before closing this report I would recommend 
ing amounts, which seem needful for the successful
the schools next year.
Common schools,
High school,
Repairs,
Text books,
Apparatus,
Furnishings,
$ 4 ,2 5 8  9 4
$ 9 4  7 8
the follow- 
running of
$ 2 ,4 0 0  0 0  
7 0 0  0 0  
100 00 
7 5  0 0  
7 5  0 0  
5 0  0 0
Superintendent.
Warrant for Town Meeting.
O
To I). B. Waterhouse, a Constable o f the Town o f Mechanic 
Falls, in the County o f Androscoggin, and State o f Maine,
GREETING :
In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby required 
to notify and warn the inhabitants of the said town of Mechanic 
Falls qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to assemble at 
Perkins Hall in said town on the nineteenth day of March,*
A. D., 1900, at nine o'clock in the forenoon, to act 011 the fol­
lowing articles to w i t :
A r t . 1. To choose a moderator to preside at said mect-
ing.
#
A r t . 2. To choose a town clerk for the ensuing year.
A r t . 3. To act upon the report of the town officers.
A r t . 4 .  To choose all other necessary town officers for 
the ensuing year.
A r t . 5. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the support of common school for the ensuing year.
A r t . 6 . To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the support of a free high school for the ensuing 
vear.
A r t . 7. To see what sum of money the town will vote 
to expend for a free high school for the ensuing year.
A r t . S. T o see w h a t  su m  o f  m o n e y  th e  to w n  w ill g r a n t  
a n d  ra ise  fo r  th e  r e p a i r  o f  h ig h w a y s  a n d  b r id g e s  fo r  t h e  e n s u ­
in g  y e a r .O J
A r t . 9 . To see what sum of monev the town will grant•
and raise for the support of the poor for the ensuing year.
A k t . 10. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the contingent fund for the ensuing year.O 0 w v
A r t . 11. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for town officers’ salaries for the ensuing year.O «'
I
A r t . 12. T o  see w h a t  su m  o f  m o n e y  th e  to w n  w ill  g r a n t  
a n d  ra ise  for th e  s in k in g  f u n d  fo r  th e  e n s u in g  y e a r .O Q »
A f t . 13. To see what sum of monev the town will grantJ  o
and raise for the payment of interest for the ensuing year.
A r t . 14. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for abatements and collector’s commissions for the en- 
suing year.O %
A r t . 15. To see what sum of monev the town will grant 
and raise for Memorial Day observance for the ensuing year.
A r t . 10. To see if the town will grant and raise the sum 
of twenty-five dollars to defray the expense of graduating ex­
ercises of the high school for the ensuing year.o  o  *
A r t . 17. To see i f  t h e  to w n  w ill g r a n t  a n d  r a is e  th e  su mO
of $1,272 for lighting streets.
A r t . 18. To see i f  th e  to w n  w ill g r a n t  a n d  ra ise  t h e  su mO
of $1,680 for hydrant rental.
A r t . 19. To see what sum of monev the town will grant 
and raise for support of the fire department for the ensuing 
year.*
A r t . 20. To see what sum of monev the town will grant 
and raise for the support of the public library and purchase of 
hooks for the ensuing year.o %/
A rt . 21. To see what sum of money the town will grant• m ^
and raise for the purchase of text books, apparatus and furnish­
ings for schools for the ensuing year.
A rt . 22. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the repair of school houses for the ensuing year.
A kt. 28. T o see if the town will grant and raise the sumo
of $479.63 to liquidate the deficiency in the fire department. 
*569.27 for abatements and discounts. Also $122.91 for com­
mon schools.
A im . 24. To see what action the town will take relative 
to the collection of taxes and if a discount is allowed to see what 
sum of money they will grant and raise for the same.
A rt. 25. To choose a collector of taxes and fix his com- 
pensation.
A rt . 26. To see if the town will vote to exempt ex-sol- 
diers of war of 1861—5 from payment of poll tax.
A rt . 27. To see if the town will instruct the selectmen 
to continue the sidewalk 011 Pine street, past the Poland Pack­
ing & AT fg .  Co.'s plant, to Main street.
A rt . 28. To see if the town will vote to instruct the 
selectmen to take such action as may be necessary to compel 
the Portland and Rumford Falls Railway, to erect and main­
tain gates at their crossing 011 Maple and Pleasant streets.
A rt. 29. To see if the town will take action for pro­
curing of quarters for the Hose had Hook and Ladder Co.'s 
and better facilities for caring for the property of the fire de­
partment.
A rt . 30. To see if the town will vote to purchase of A. 
W . Bridge his stock of magazines for the use of the public libra­
ry.*
A rt . 31. To see if the town will authorize the town 
treasurer, with the approval of the selectmen, to borrow such 
sums of money as may be necessary to defray town charges.
54
A rt. 3£. To see if  the town will instruct the selectmen 
to draw an order in favor of the town treasurer for $193.68 in 
settlement of the F. H. McDonald note.
A r t .  3 3 .  I'o see i f  t h e  to w n  w ill  i n s t r u c t  th e  s e le c tm e n  
to  n o t i fy  a n d  w a rn  th e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  to w n  for all f u tu r e  «/
meetings by directing their warrant to one of the publishers of 
the Mechanic Falls Ledger, publishment of the warrant to be 
made at least in one issue before said meeting.
The selectmen give notice that they will be in session for 
the purpose of revising and correcting the list of voters at eight 
o'clock in the forenoon at the selectmen’s office on the day of 
said meeting.
Given under our hands at Mechanic F a l l s  this eighth davO «.
of March, A. D., 1900.
F R A N K  A. M ILLETT,
FRA N CIS H. COBB,
SOLON H. DAVIS,
Selectmen of the town of Mechanic Falls.
